
Puppets Through The Lens
Puppetry in Film, Television, and the Internet

The Ballard Institute and Museum of Puppetry presents:



A nation-wide group show of puppets, sets, and

moving images from commercial film, the avant-garde,

television commercials, and cyberspace.  Featuring the

work of Janie Geiser, Rufus and Margo Rose, Bil Baird,

Basil Milovsoroff, Jim Henson, Ralph Chessé, Larry Smith,

Jim Napolitano, Tim Lagasse, Brad Williams, Christine

Papalexis, Sandow Birk, Rene Zendejas, Michael Bannon,

Frank Ballard, Jeff Sias, Laura Heit, Bernd Ogrodnik,

Theodora Skipitares, Marty Robinson, and Paul Zaloom. 

Ballard Institute & Museum of Puppetry
6 Bourn Place, Depot Campus
University of Connecticut
Storrs, Connecticut  06269-5212
www.bimp.uconn.edu

Come to the free gala opening:
Sunday, April 27, 2 PM
RSVP to Stefano Brancato 
860 486 0339 or bimp@uconn.edu 

Postcard Front: Filming “Jerry Pulls the Strings”, Rufus
and Margo Rose’s 1938 film about coffee production for 
the American Can Company, with puppets by Bil Baird.

Puppets Through The Lens:
Puppetry in Film, Television, and the Internet

Kay Pr int  Janney (BIMP president  1995)
To be honest, in 1995, when I became the

Board Chair, we weren't able to look much farther
into the future for BIMP except to devote all ener-
gies to the development (at my insistence) of
"some kind of gallery space" where we could, at
last, share some of our Ballard and other treasures 
with the public and especially with those who had
donated money to the Ballard dream.  Through an
incredible donation of time, energy, supplies, and
"sweat-equity" of the Board of Trustees and numer-
ous friends, we were able to open “The Sample Ex-
hibit” on April 27, 1996, at the Willimantic Cottage
on the Depot Campus.  THEN we began to focus
on the future.

We met for several sessions to develop the
initial 5-year Long-Range Plan;  I'm proud that we
accomplished a majority of those objectives within
that time...with a great thank you to the energy and 
vision of Dean David Woods, the support of Assis-
tant Dean Ted  Yungclas, and many others in the
School of Fine Arts, and most certainly to the con-
tinuing support ---financial, personal volunteer ser-
vices, and donations of incredible puppets, books,
photos, journals, etc., of so many friends of pup-

(Continued J anney on page 5)

Wil l iam Hal l  (BIMP president  2005 to present )
In ten years the founding trustees and vol-

unteers have built a good base for a promising fu-
ture for BIMP.  Our valuable collection, growing
library, and designation as the Connecticut Pup-
petry Museum have us well positioned for expan-
sion and prominence in the academic and artistic
worlds.  We look forward to working with the Dean
David Woods' office at the School of Fine Arts in

(Continued H al l  on page 5)

10th Anniversary—2006
Past Presidents’ Thoughts          Present

Special Message from the Editor of BIMPrints
We are all well aware of the uniqueness of the Ballard Institute & Museum of Puppetry with its rich

history and magnificent collection of the Ballard puppets and other puppets from around the world.  This is-
sue of BIMPrints, however is focusing on an equally important, but perhaps lesser known, role BIMP plays 
in the community as an educator working in conjunction with the UCONN School of Fine Arts’ Puppet Arts
Program.  We hope after you have read about the 2005 educational activities, you will devote a little time to
volunteer to help us expand these activities.  We need your physical, moral, and financial help to continue to 
move forward.  Call: 860-486-4605 or e-mail: BIMP@uconn.edu for information on how you can help us.
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