CONSTITUTION 
University of Connecticut Pre-Dental Society
As approved March 17, 2010
Article 1 Name
This association shall be known as the Pre-Dental Society, otherwise referred to as the Society. 

Article 2 Purpose
The purpose of the Society is to provide students interested in a career in dentistry the opportunity to participate in educational, community and social activities that will enhance their knowledge of the profession and assist them in becoming excellent dental-school applicants. 

Article 3 Membership
Section 1. Membership is open to all undergraduate, graduate and post-baccalaureate students at the University of Connecticut who are interested in a  career in dental medicine.  Membership is granted independent of gender, race, color, religion, national origin, age, sexual orientation, disability, veteran status, marital status, or political belief. 

Section 2. Membership is contingent upon a student’s participation in a minimum of 2 meetings or 2 Society events a semester.  Attendance records will be kept. 

Section 3. Membership is contingent upon payment of dues each semester. 

Section 4. A member found in violation of the University Student Code of Conduct or acting in a non-professional manner may be dismissed from the organization following due process by a simple majority vote. 

Article 4 Officers 
Section 1. The Officers, also known as the Executive Committee of the Society include: President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Committee Chairpersons.   The President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer are all required to attend university organization functions such as SOLID meetings.
Section 2. President:  The President shall preside at all meetings of the Society, represent the Society to the University and others, and shall convene the Officers at least monthly when school is in session.  The primary responsibilities of the President include coordinating and overseeing all Society activities, special projects and arranging for speakers.

Vice-President: The Vice-President shall assume the duties of the President in his/her absence and assist the President in all Society activities. 

Secretary: The Secretary shall keep all records of official business including, but not limited to, minutes and attendance records. 

Treasurer: The Treasurer shall be responsible for all financial transactions regarding the Society.  Primary responsibilities include attending University Student Government (USG) funding sessions and classes, filing all necessary paperwork required for the collection and appropriation of paperwork with the Student Union (SU), collecting annual dues, and assuring the security of the Society treasury. 

Section 3 Terms of Office: Officers will hold office for one elected academic year.  Officers will be elected at the end of the spring semester for the following year by a simple majority vote of eligible members present at the last scheduled meeting of the year.  Requirements for officer election are:  The attendance to at least five Society meetings in one academic year, and participation in two events.  Should an officer resign or leave before their term is completed, a special election will be held to fill the position.  Any officer may be removed by a majority vote of those present at a scheduled meeting. 

II. Succession: If a Vice-President chooses to run for President (when vacant), and has successfully held office as determined by a majority vote of eligible voters, it is customary for the Vice-President to rise to the office of President for the next academic year.  This is to ensure the best care in management transition from year to year.

Article 5 Order of Business and Decision-Making Process 
Section 1. The Society will conduct all business and make all decisions by consensus.  The process for general decision-making including the expenditure of funds shall be by a simple majority vote of members present at a scheduled meeting.  An Officer or Advisor will preside over all meetings, and all meetings will be conducted in an open congenial forum.  In the case of procedural questions, the Robert’s Rule of Order will prevail. 
Section 2. In order to ensure that the incoming president has had experience in the Society’s activities and understands its needs, a candidate for president should have had service in a capacity in the following order of priority: President, Vice-President, Executive Board, Committee Chairperson, and lastly an active club member.
Article 6 Committees

Section 1. All education, social, and community service activities of the Society will be conducted through and assigned by a committee chairperson.  Committee Chairman must be voted in by majority vote of the members present at the meeting.
Article 7 Amendments
The Constitution may be amended at any meeting of the Society by a simple majority vote of those present at a scheduled meeting.  A proposed amendment must be submitted in writing to an Executive Committee member at least 7 days prior to a Society meeting.  Any active member of the Society can propose an amendment.
Article 8 Organization Advisor

The Society will have at least one advisor who is a faculty member at the Storrs campus and one advisor who is a faculty member representing the University of Connecticut School of Dental Medicine. The Storrs advisor must be present at meetings and help with arranging meeting times and locations. Advisors should be able to assist Society members with academic and dental career matters.
Article 9 Meetings 

Club and Board meetings will alternate every week throughout the semester. Every week there will be either a Club or a Board meeting. The President (or Vice President if necessary) will open Club meetings with announcements and then proceed to introduce the topic for the meeting. Board meetings will also be led by the President but all parties present will be incorporated. 
Article 10 Addendums

In the event that PDS’s account remains inactive for 12 consecutive months, the following beneficiary will receive the balance of the organization’s funds:

The UConn Foundation, Inc., 2390 Alumni Drive, Unit 3206, Storrs, CT 06269
Article 11 Enabling Clause

This constitution shall go into effect on 3/17/10 upon approval of two-thirds vote in favor by all present voting members. This Constitution shall replace and render null any and all previous constitutions, procedures, practices, and precedents for this organization
